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For many years supervision has been understood as a required or recommended forum where practice is evaluated and safety is ensured. Perhaps we ought to widen the concept. 

What if we saw supervision as a way of creating the emerging future? We stop our work 

(in the past), reflect on it openly and honestly (in the present) in order to allow the 

emerging future to speak to us. We reflect on past action to help guide us towards 

future practice. So we are not just learning from the past (which is the experiential 

learning model we have grown accustomed to) but learning also from the future.

This presentation will review what supervision is, connect it to continual and life long 

learning and consider how it can be creative when it is open to the future emerging form the past and present. It will see supervision as cross professional: an endeavour of value to all those who work to prepare, plan for and influence the future.

Michael Carroll, Ph.D. is a Fellow of the British Association for Counselling and 

Psychotherapy, a Chartered Counselling Psychologist and a BACP Senior Registered 

Practitioner. He is an accredited Executive Coach and an accredited Supervisor of 

Executive Coaches with APECS (Association for Professional Executive Coaches

and Supervisors). 

Michael is Visiting Industrial Professor in the Graduate School of Education, University 

of Bristol and the winner of the 2001 British Psychological Society Award for 

Distinguished Contributions to Professional Psychology.

His publications include: Training Counselling Supervisors: Strategies, Methods, 

Techniques (Edited with Elizabeth Holloway, 1999); Counselling Supervision in 

Context (Edited with Elizabeth Holloway: Sage: 1999), The Handbook of Counselling 

in Organisations (Edited with Michael Walton: Sage, 1997), Counselling Supervision: Theory, Skills and Practice (Cassell, 1996); Workplace Counselling (Sage, 1996). Integrative Approaches to Supervision (Edited with Margaret Tholstrup and published by Jessica Kingsley, 2001). “On Being a Supervisee: Creating Learning Partnerships” with Maria Gilbert was published in July 2005
